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Questions for Discussion: Rabelais’s Gargantua (1)
1. Who was Erasmus?  In what ways does the translation note his importance?

2. What did Rabelais say his purpose was?

3. What do you make of all the drinking?  Is Rabelais’s just some kind of alcoholic, or did he have some deeper purpose in including wine and song so much?

4. What is tripe?  Why do you think Rabelais used it in the ways he did?

5. Rabelais seems very interested in human bodily functions?  Why do you think?  

6. What do you make of the constant hyperbole?  What’s the purpose here of exaggerating everything?

7. Is Rabelais telling the truth?  Does he care?

8. Rabelais takes several chapters to discuss the meanings of colors.  Why?

9. How is Gargantua described?  
10. What does Rabelais have to say about various sources of authority, most notably the French monarchy, the Sorbonne, theologians in general, monks, the Church generally, etc.?

11. What, do you think, was Rabelais’s purpose in writing this book?

