Early Modern European Culture

Senior History Elective

Fall 2008

Description: 
Culture has been an important element of historical thinking for the last generation of historians.  Understood in terms of art and literature as well as a society’s broader assumptions about the world, studying culture enables us to comprehend the most basic values and characteristics of a society.  This course will look at the culture of early modern Europe through some of the major literary works of the time, some personal writing, and the work of modern historians of culture.  The course will follow both chronological and thematic approaches beginning with popular culture and madness in the sixteenth century, court and elite society in the seventeenth century, Shakespearean understandings of politics and the world, and eighteenth-century globalization.
This course is primarily a reading course and will be taught seminar style.  Students will be evaluated through writing four medium length papers (corresponding to the sections below) as well as regular response papers posted through a course blog.  
The breakdown of your final grade is as follows (marking periods should encompass about half of the material):

Papers: 60%, 15% each

Discussion and Response Papers: 40%
Popular Culture and Madness in the Sixteenth Century

(Required books in bold)
Francois Rabelais, Gargantua and Pantagruel


Mikhail Bakhtin, Rabelais and his World

H. C. Erik Midelfort, A History of Madness in Sixteenth-Century Germany
NZ Davis, Society and Culture in Early Modern France
Shakespearean Understandings of Politics and the World

William Shakespeare, The Tempest



Stephen Greenblatt, Renaissance Self-Fashioning


​​​​​​​​__________, Shakespearean Negotiations



__________, Learning to Curse
Clifford Geertz, Interpretation of Cultures

__________, Local Knowledge

Court and Elite Society in the Seventeenth Century

Baldesare Castiglione, The Courtier
Norbert Elias, The Court Society

Mme de Sevigne, Selected Letters




Jonathan Dewald, Aristocratic Experience
Eighteenth-Century Globalization


James Boswell, Boswell’s London Journal



Margaret Jacob, Strangers Nowhere in the World: The Rise of Cosmopolitanism in Early Modern 

Europe
Course Web Pages:

http://nicholsnet.nicholsschool.org/teachers/jsiepierski/index.htm

http://earlymoderneuropeanculture.blogspot.com/

