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Questions for Discussion: Baktin’s Rabelais and His World, “Introduction” (2)
1. What’s the problem with modern norms for evaluating Rabelias?  What is Bakhtin’s understanding of the place of “low” culture in history?  Note that Bakhtin has a very detailed notion of this history.  Much of the reading concerning the grotesque and Romanticism is concerned with Bakhtin’s vision of historical development.
2. What does Bakhtin mean by “grotesque realism”?

3. What role does the body play in Bakhtin’s analysis?  What values, social groups, and history does Bakhtin connect Rabelais’s use of body images to?

4. What does Bakhtin mean by “biocosmic circle of cyclic images” (24-25)?
5. What role do insults play for Baktin?  According to him, how have the use of insults changed in modern times?

6. Bakhtin continually refers to the “borderline” or “borderlands” between ideas and ideas.  What does he mean?  Why is it important to his general thesis?

7. What does Bakhtin say about masks?  How has the role and meaning of the mask changed between the Renaissance and the modern day?

